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Hi, I'm Freddy the Alligator. 1live in the swamps
in the Everglades. And, my job Is to protect the Everglades.
One way to do that is to make sure they have encugh

water — and water that is not polluted. That's what this book
iz all about. Here are some important facts about waler

Plants and animals People use water in
rneed water to live.

lots of ways, too,

That's why it is
important to take good
care of our water.




When water gets very cold it freezes and
hecomes ice or snow. This is the solld form
af water. In Flerida we usually get ice from a
freezer. But up north, where It's cold, they
get ice and snow every winter.

MNow, here’s a song aboul the forms of water.
See if wou can fill in the missing words from
the clues in each verse.
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Water cames in many forms. We know it
best as a liguid — like rain. Liquid water is
the wet stuff that we can swim in, drink and
squirt. Bur water comes in other forms, too

When the sun warms water it furns into
another form — vapor. \Water vapor |5

invisible — it rises up inta the air. Clouds, log
and steam are all mixiures of water vapar
and tiny little droplets of water,
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There are three forms of water, because that's nature’s way,
And somewhere on our planet there is each form today

Sometimes it is a vapor, that floats up in the shy,
Those fluffy clouds above vou are way up high.

Mow, ice and snow are . that won't run through vour hands.
But Flotida is one place a snowflake seldom lands,

Our favorite form of wateris _ that we drink.
It's great 1o use for washing, in mubs and in the sink.

Plants, birds and alligators, all other creatures, too,
Can't live without their water, in that they're just like vou.

50 just remember one thing, a fact that must be faced
Clur water's very precious — there's not encugh 1o waste,




Clouds become 2o heauy
with water that rain falls
to the earth. This is called

precipitation.

When the water in clouds
gets heavy, it falls back to
earth . . . precipitation again!
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'ﬂ 'i:."&]:lnr rises and collects
in clouds. When it cocls
it turns back inta liquid

water, This is called
condensation.
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J { ' . Water is amazing suff. Our water starts cut as raln from
f |r the sky. When if lands an sarth i goes to los of places,
Il like streams and lakes and swamps. Some of i even goes
ints the ooean or the gulf. Also, some soaks down inte
the ground, throwgh the sofl, into the aguifar.
[ I Do wou know what happens 1o it next? [t goes back into

the sky, Then, soaner or later, | comes back down to

earth someplace else. The next time il could be rain, or it
Al might even be snow.
]. ' The path that water follows, out of the sky and back,

| carar and over again, ks called the water cycle. & cycle is
like a circle. . . with no beginning or end. Hera's how the

..: ' 0 ' ,'69 water cyole warks,
The sun warms the water,

\/ : i ol | which turns it into vepor.
w [ 3 = Thiz is called evaporation.

Water flaws ougr the
earth and, sometimes,
into the =ea.

Some waler soaks into
the ground. This is called
groundwater. Much of the
water we drink comes from
under the grournd.




Heare i South Florida there are

lots of places where you can find

water, Here are some of the places

where thers is water.
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Streams:; Creeks and rivers

are two kinds of streams.

Water maoves from one place

to another in streams.
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Canals and Ditches: Canals and
ditches are man-made streams for
maving waler — also called channels,

Lakes: A lake is a place surroundsed
by land whare a lot of water collects —
like Leke Oheachobee Some of the

water in Liaks Okeschobes comes frem
streams lke the Hisimmee River

& pond = a small lake,

Woetlands: Flaces like marshes or swamps

are called wetlands. These are places

whaere some of the land is underwater for
at least par of every vear. The Everalades

are wetlands,

Aquifers: Scme water soaks into the
ground. It collects in underground rock
farmations called aguifers. A lot of the water
that soaks inte the ground comes from
wetlands.




[ the picture above vou can find five water places — a canal,
a stream, a lake, a wetland and an aguifer. There Is a blank
by each water place. Write the name of each water place in
the blank next to it. Heve are the names:

CANAL STREAM LAKE WETLAND  AQUIFER




Here's a map of South Florida, Can wou find the
area where you lve on this map?

The Everglades, where [ live, are at the tip of the
map. Lofs of other animals live there oo, along
with many, many plants.

Did you know that there are thousands of kinds of
plants that grow in our area? I'm not talking about
fomatces of oranges of strawberries. Those are
things people plant. I'm falking about sewgrass
and waterlillizs and mangrove rees — planis thal
grew here long before people came.

All plants are important o (he environment.
Flants help to make the water cleanee. Plants also
make the oxygen that we all breathe
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Here are some of the plants that have
been here for thousands of years.

And all these differant kinds of plants are
impottant to the animals thal lve here,
Some plants give food to us animals that
iz in the fields and wetlands. Some planis
give us places to hide. And soma planis give
us bullding materials and places for nests.

What kinds of animals am [ lalking about?
Well. nat just us alligators, but fish and birds
and even bears and panthers.

Heses & list of some of the animals that live
in South Florida, How many of them hawve
WO ST

Do you know why I'm talking about plants and
animals In a bock about water® Well, like [ sald
before, all of ug creatures need water and plants
to live — just like people!




Drraw a line between each of the matching human and anirmal usas.

Animals and people need water for many of the same uses.
Bath animals and people drnk it. Both of them swim in it. Both
get focd from it And both use it to move things arcumnd,

Study the four scenes and descriptions on the left below. They all
are about animals using the water in a river. Next, look at the
four scenes and deseriptions on the right below. They all are
abaut people using the water in the same rver.
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= After hiking all morning, Jack
: teally needed 2 cool drink.

" A heron stops for a sip of
water,

his beomoe,

@ A beaver brings a log to build

@ All kinds of fish swim. in

tnls river.

4 Cathy loves taking a dip in
the river.

X =
Lat Faima i trying to bring home
i dinner for his famiky

Sally raws her boat to fhe
ather side af the river.
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Pecple use water to do many things, How many ways
can you count people using water In the pichera below?
Can you think of oiher ways that we use waber?

See if you ean find 2 well in the picture. People use
wellz o pump water out of the ground. Water from welks
is groundwater. That is where most of the water we
use Comes [ram.

Batween drinxing, washing, cocking and wataring, =ach
person in Gouth Florida uses about 200 gallons of
waler every day,
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In this bock we've learned how Important water s,

Flants, animals and people all must have water to live.

Without water our planet Earth would be like Mars

— nothing could live here.

You may have heard people talk about how fast

Florida iz growing. They don’t mean the size of Florida

is growing. What they mean is there are more

Turn off the fancet
when you brush wour
teath or wash your hends,
[f wous brush or wash far
twa minutes you use b
oallans. Turn aff the
water whila you serub
and you use one gallon.
You save § gallons.

Don't use toilets as
wastebaskets. Every
flush vses azout 3 galons,
Theow tissues and bugs
in the waste bashel

You seve § gallons.

Torn off the hose
when gow're not wsng
the water fo wash a car,
fll a posl or water the
ward. Flue minules of
wasdirgy welar fraom a hose
uses about 40 gallons,
Dom be o cuiter Pooder.
wou save 40 gallons.

people in Florida. There are more people in the
same amount of space. And we still have the same
amount of water.

What that means is that with more people, there is
less water to go around.

Here are some ways yvou can help save water,

A ) Take shorter showers.
= Euvary minute you

sgend e the shewer

yor se mboud 5 gallons,

Spend 3 minutes less

in the shower

You save 15 gallons.

Keep water in the
refrigerator. If wou run
water in the sink wntl it
gets ecld, thet's water
deawn the drain.

You save 3 gallons.,




Here's the O'Guzzlers family —
Gluag, Gushy and the litle
squirts. They don't know about
saving water, but yvou can help.
Find all the ways they're wasting
water in this picture. Draw a
circle around each place there's
waste. Maybe they'll catch on and
start saving,




Water is amazing stuff. It comes in many
forms. It Is always on the move — it keeps
coming back. And NOTHING can live
withouwt it.

Here iz an amazing puzee. See if you can
follow the water through its eyele. Start with
the rain falling into the LAKE (1). Dvext, it

flows through a RIVER to the WETLAND
(2}, From the wetland, it goes into
GROUNDMWATER (3). A WELL draws it up
to the house where it is used to water the
LAWNI4). Finally, it evaporates back into the
air and you've reached the END of the
maze. Congratulations.
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